Wilderness Character Qualities and Visitor Typologies: Advancing
Adaptive Visitor Use Management in Parks and Protected Areas
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Durham Parks & Recreation Department (DPR) and Committee are working with UNH ARRC Lab (Applied

Recreation Research Collaborative) to undertake a Community Needs Assessment and Visitor Use
Management Study for Jackson's Landing and Woodridge Park. The primary focus of the assessment/study is
to provide recreation research, trends, and recommendations for the town's future development and

playground plans for these parks. Upon completion of the study, DPR will have community input and research
supported data to best determine future improvements and renovations. The study will allow DPR to develop a
longer-term and sustainable maintenance program for the two parks as part of the imorovements and
renovation planning. Drawing on existing research, the proposed study will also ass
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We invite you to participate in a short survey about the current Durham Parks & Rec
and programs. By completing this survey, you will be providing valuable information
make informed management decisions that enhance and preserve the parks, faciliti
love and valuel

New Hampshire’s 5-year outdoor recreation plan approved by National
Park Service

National Park Service has approved New Hampshire's 2024-2028 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Management Plan, the N.H.

Division of Parks and Recreation announced today.

An approved SCORP is required of any state wishing to participate in the Land and Water Conservation Fund State Assistance program, which is
administered by the Department of the Interior, National Park Service. Once approved by NPS, the SCORP serves as a planning tool for state and
local entities who manage and develop outdoor recreation across the entire state.

To create the 2024-2028 SCORP, N.H. State Parks partnered with the University of New Hampshire's Recreation Management and Policy program
to study New Hampshire residents’ outdoor recreation participation patterns, attitudes, perceptions and opinions.
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Introduction

» Parks and protected areas (PPAs)
« USFS, NPS, BLM, USFWS, etc.

I:J Bureau of Land Management

. . B Forest service
» Federally-designated Wilderness |
« What'’s the difference? .
« Wilderness Character Quality (WCQ)** .

Study Context: White Mountain National Forest

» Problem: Exponential visitation increases to PPAs
» Wilderness visitation UP ~300% in 2020

NWPS wilderness areas

Contiguous U.S.

Map Sources: (top) Government Accountability Office & (bottom) International Journal of Wilderness



Study Context: White Mountain National Forest

» 500,000+ acres 1in northern NH

6+ million visitors/year

» Within a day’s trip of over 9 million people
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1,200+ miles of trails, 23 campgrounds L e
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The Question:

How do land managers adapt to increased visitation while upholding the wilderness dual mandate?
(Preserving both visitor experiences and the natural environment)
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* Cluster analysis - visitor segmentation

» Perceptual, behavioral, & contextual

* Goal: ID distinct visitor profiles
« Segmentation-led management

 Three distinct profiles:

* Protection-Oriented Visitors Protection-

o Oriented (20%)  ¢oqual (275%)
e Core Visitors
e Casual Visitors

Core (53%)
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Perceptual

(WCQ Motivations)

=& Protection-Oriented Visitors
=@ Core Visitors

=& Casual Visitors

Behavioral
(Coping)

Cluster Variables

Contextual

(EUH & Sociodemographics)




Outcome variables: satisfaction, intention-t

Table 4. Outcome Differences by Visitor Typology

Protection-Oriented

Outcome Measure M (SD)

M (SD)

Casual 3
M@gp) - @ @

659 (0.58)° 6.13(093F 5707 099 <001
6.66 (082" 624(120F 2486 046 <001
348 (1.80F 3
286 (1637 2.
349 (142F° 3

Satisfaction!
Intention-to-Return?
Visitor Use Limits?
Reservation Systems’
Ranger Presence’

10(1.63 794 015 <001




Visitor Profile Characteristics




“So What?”

TRAIL CROWDED AHEAD
Consider an Alternate Route

Quieter TRAIL
THIS WAY »

P &®EROME 1S

For a more peaceful experience,
try a less crowded tradl nearby

R
*Image created in-part by generative Al



Thank You
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