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PFAS are emerging contaminants that continue to rise in their Following [..ancaster (1966) and Rosen (1974), we construct the 12”;;\55 ;?r_O:SPt _?)-(;47 (%3;57) NO sienificant effect gh_e l}{lf)mGOVXne}‘ Survey pro‘f’idel\? ;Vid(?(r:llcetthatgl;ﬁstct%ntamilnat}.c(})ln in
public and political saliency. Although causal health outcomes are hedonic price model: | 2017:PFAS o §0:36; 8 rlr} Ing water 1s a Concer.n o.r residents and that they value the
still unclear, there is evidence that the widespread and widely In(Price)=f(S,L,z,t) 2018 x PFAS 020 (0.35) of PFAS _Wel_l avoidance of such contamination.

used family of chemicals has been correlated with negative And estimate it empirically: | s Pyt Eg;g; contafnlnatlon.on 4 75% considered their drinking water to be safe
human health impacts. The state of New Hampshire was one of ; In (1; rice)= anc(SmgleFamlg’o» ;16930 gcll’” age:PV/lZ’?’" ;loeW; . o1« pEAS 005039 home'’s sold price. YET

the first in the country to regulate PFAS, establishing a lower quarerootage, IO[L;ZC?Q;%-A[ s 70’; /1) )++'§[ >70ng/L) Similar to other groundwater studies (Malone and Barrows, 72% expressed some to high concern about PFAS
maximum contaminant limit (MCL) than the EPA at the federal R " g 1990; Page and Rabinowitz, 1993; Dotzour, 1997) this study . |

level. As PFAS policy continues to develop at the federal and state S = Structural characteristics of home(SingleFamily, Age, Garage, Waterview, did not find evidence that PFAS contamination in private A measure of willingness to pay was also constructed following a

levels, it is important to consider how New Hampshire residents SquareFootage) wells over the state maximum contaminant limit has a previous study of municipal water users in the state (Lemos, Price, and
perceive this issue. In particular, residents in Hillsborough, L = Locational characteristics (Hillsborough, Rockingham, Strafford Counties) gjgpificant effect on sold housing prices. However, it is

unlikely that this result indicates that homeowners truly do
not value avoidance of PFAS exposure.
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household from the negative health consequences of PFAS
contamination.

z = PFAS>70ng/L in associated well

Rockingham, and Strafford counties have been affected by unsafe . .
t = dummy variables denoting year home was sold

levels of PFAS in their drinking water. Many of these residents,
like 46% of the state, source their drinking water from private

wells. In an attempt to quantify the value NH residents place on Fra 2 mented InfO rmation Monthly Average WTP = $13.50

clean drinking water in their private wells, free from PFAS . . . e : Yearly = $162

contamination, this study employs the hedonic property value Were you aware of the potential Itis often hyplcithesmed that asymmgtrlﬁalhl ngormatlon could p;ev(clan‘; .

for PPAS tocontaminates | hemaret espans bried i e hedonic ropry et | S——

insight into homeowner levels of information and perception home's drinking water BEFORE or unsure of the risks associated wifh PFAS exposure, the bid they place Mltlgatl()n ACthnS

about PFAS in drl'lnlflfclgdvzater.chgrther, a willingness to pay you purchased your home? when purchasing a home will be unaffected by these factors. The The depreciation in home value expected from PFAS contamination might
measure was calculated Irom tnis survey. homeowner survey uncovered evidence that information about PFAS is not occur if appropriate mitigation measures are taken, like a whole-house

filter, to lessen or eliminate the health risks from exposure. Currently, there

fragmented, an important piece of context that lends itself to this o | _
are several programs active in the state of New Hampshire to provide whole-

Study Area: Hillsborough, Rockingham, and Strafford Counties in New

Hampshire 1nformat1.on hypothesis. Currently, the_re 15 O requl,rem.ent. for home house filters or rebates to homes severely affected by PFAS contamination.
- - sellers to disclose the presence of PFAS in a property’s drinking water, o . .
o © " ¢ although a law is currently proposed at the state level (NH HB398, o What mitigation ac’:(lon::, (if any) have
% ) o 2024). In our sample, 62.9% of respondents were unaware of the you taken: The most
° 8 0 Well Samples 2015-2021 potential for PFAS to contaminate a household’s drinking water prior to = Request Well Test common action
b o e o - : ® Use Whole-House Filter .
o e ] purchasing their home. ) s orehooe Botted wate 1S O request a
PFAS > 70 ng/L © S Use Pitcher Filter well test to gain
: 74% researched the water quality home before purchase S m Use Faucet Filter nore
YET = 17 16 ® Given Bottled Water . .
| | . | | kS information
28.2% of those unaware before purchasing their Only 35% sought out information about PFAS S
° home were sti//unaware of PFAS contamination often or verv often Q. 10 o
: even after moving into their home ( 4 ) 2 8 30% have not
i@) ;O RGIo ' Source: NHDES . taken any
oY " : : mitigation actions
Research Methods: Hedonic Regression and Survey

PFAS in NH Recommendations
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waterproof clothing, and use in fire-fighting foam have led to the rapid
production and spread of PFAs since their introduction.
Southern New Hampshire has been significantly impacted by PFAS
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