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Eastern Oyster Behavioral Response to Interactions with Green Crabs
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Introduction Results Discussion
Why should we care about oysters? Juvenile oysters spent a greater amount of time open in response Interpretation:
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES PROVIDED to tactile crab cues. * Oysters within the tactile crab treatment spent the most amount of
00 | W time partially open, and scent group spent the most amount of time
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fully open.
* Scent treatment oysters had the greatest increase in weight, and both
crab treatments had greater shell growth than the control group.
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 With long-term exposure to green crabs, remaining closed may
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treatment, over the 58-day duration. Open was calculated as any value above 0.2. * Shell density in relation to increased growth rate in crab groups

The goal of this study:
* Identify the impact of invasive European green crabs, on
Eastern oysters.
 Specifically looking at how different types of non-
consumptive green crab interactions impact the gaping
activity of juvenile Eastern oysters.

* Impact of increasing time spent open on energy costs and organism
stress
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Figure 3. Gaping activity over the duration of the experiment for all individuals. Bins are
based on percentage open out of 100 (completely open). For each group time spent
partially open was: 27% for control and scent and 37% for tactile.
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